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MOST EXCELLENT. 


M A J FE r V. 


MA DAM, 


H E only Apology that 
can poſſibly be offered for 
the Preſumption of Dedicat- 

ing this little Book to your 


MajesTY, is the Importance 


of the Subjects it contains: 
And the only Excuſe I can 
make, 


vi DEDICATION. 


make, Madam, for ſo great a 
Liberty, is, that, as Defender 
of the Faith, Your Majzsry's 
Name might give Sanction to 
the feeble Efforts of a Female 
Pen, in recommending to Man- 
kind the great Truths con- 
tained in, and taught by, the 
Sacred Writings. 


I take Encouragement to 
hope, Madam, from the late 
Public Teſtimony You have, 
with our Gracious Sovereign, 
given to the Kingdom, of Your 
Zeal for, and Truſt in, the Lord 

4 of 


DEDICATION. Vl 


of Hosrs, that my little Offer- 
ing will not be diſdained, 


I am, Madam, with conſtant 
and ardent Prayer for Your 
MajzsTyY's Furtherance in the 
Hope of the Goſpel, 


Your MajesTy's 
Dutiful and Obedient 


Servant and Subject, 


SO PHRONIA. 


P E FTF A 46: 


Series of afflictive provi- 


dences has induced the 
writer, for many years paſt, dili- 
gently to ſearch the Records of 


Truth ; that ſhe might be well 


informed of the privileges of be- 
lieving, and find ſtrong: conſola- 
tion in the hope of a future, and 
more permanent ſtate of happi- 


neſs. The laſt two years of her 


life, a pitiable ſtate of imbecil- 
lity ! has deprived her of the en- 


b joyments 


— — 


— — — — 
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joyments attendant on health ; 
and the preceding winter being 
wholly confined to the bed of lan- 
guiſhment, and under apprehen- 
ſions of approaching diſſolution, 
ſhe was more immediately led to 
a firm truſt on the promiſes af 
Gop, and to caſt anchor within 
re veil. But it has pleaſed the 
ALMIGHTY to grant a reprieve 
for the preſent from the ſhades 
of death. Thankfulneſs and gra- 


titude for this unexpected favour, 


has induced her to give a public 


teſtimony of His ſupporting grace, 
e and of the conſolation HE gives 


to thoſe who truſt in His mercy ! 


She e does not flatter herſelf that 
this 


PREFACE. * 
this little book will be univerſally 
received: the Gay, the Thought- 
leſs, and the Vain, care for none 
of theſe things. The lukewarm 
Profeſſor has other, and, in 516 
eſtimation, more important en- 
gagements; ſatisfied with the ex- 
ternals of religion, he does not 
wiſh to become righteous: buer- 
mucb. But the Afflicted and the 
Pious, who are conſtrained to 
look beyond the grave for their 


happineſs, and to ſeek from eter- 


nity and eternal things, thoſe 
comforts that, for the preſent, 
are denied them, may find ſcope 
for their refleqions, and uſeful 
helps to meditation. 


„ Myſelf © 


8 Id 
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„ Myſelf and Book, at Thy dear F cet, 
bo « A kind acceptance begs to meet. 
e PRoTECTOR, PATRON, deign to be, 
«For both, O-Loxrp, belong to Thee. 
« If any good therein, it's Thine ; 
; dc And all that's wrong, I own as mine;* 
„ Whate'er is right, do Thou receive; 
„ Whate'er is faulty, Lond forgive. 
&© Me and my Off ring pleaſe to bleſs, 
c And water both with much increaſe, 
& And fore the world I'll now declare, 
« How great to me Thy Mercies are. 
8 O let Thy life in me increaſe, | 
j = -  _ ., & And fix me in Thy joy and peace: 
= te $o ſhall my ſoul for ever praiſe 
The deep profound of Thy rich Grace!“ 
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EFFUSIONS, &c 


MEDITATION I. 


THE GREATNESS OF GOD'S MERCY TO MANKIND, 


HE great mercy of Gop to man; 
is evidently ſet forth in His revealed | 
Will: wherein it is declared, that He | 
fo loved the world as to give His only be- 
gotten Son a ranſom for it, and com- 
mended His love to us, in that WF? we 
were yet finners Chriſt died for us! © 4 


f 


B He 


CF) 

He ſaw the miſery which fin had in- 
troduced, and was ſo affected with the 
diſmal ſight, that His bowels of com- 
paſſion ſounded, and the immenſity of 
His love yearned towards us; which 
was the foundation of that ſtupendous 
ſcheme that men behold with aſtoniſh- 
ment, and angels defire to look into! 


The Son of Gop, of the ſame ſub- 
ſtance and eternity with the FAT HER, 
dwelling in light inacceſſible, and wp- 
holding all things by the word of His 
| power, did not diſdain to be confined 
in the priſon of a mortal body, nor to 
ſtoop from the heights of Majeſty to 
take upon Him the form of a fervant, 
that He might not only taſte, but even 
drink the dregs of our bitter cup; 
that fo the depths of His miſery might 
exalt us to His glory, who, was made 


fin 


147 
fin for 17, ho knew no fin, that we 


might be made the .. of Gov 
in Him! © 


The magnitude of His love was not 
fatisfied with aſſigning this work to any 
of the heavenly Hierarchy ; nor did He 
ſend the moſt glorious of His angels 
on this embaſly of peace and joy; but 

came in perſon, to finiſh the work 
| which the Father gave Him to do: 
and as in our acceptance, ſo in that 
delegation, the love of Gop to man- 
kind, appeared incomprehenſibly great; 
and never was the Father's tenderneſs 


* ſo viſible, as when reflected on us in 


the perſon of His Son! 


But as the motive, ſo alſo the man- 
ner of His coming was extraordinary; 
He deſcended from the Royal Throne 
I B 2 „ 
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He ſaw the miſery which ſin had in- 
troduced, and was ſo affected with the 
diſmal ſight, that His bowels of com- 
paſſion ſounded, and the immenſity of 
His love yearned towards us; which 
was the foundation of that ſtupendous 
ſcheme that men behold with aſtoniſh- 
ment, and-angels defire to look into! 


The Son of Go, of the ſame ſub- 
ſtance and eternity with the Far HER, 
dwelling in light inacceſſible, and wp- 
Bolding all things by the word of His 
_ power, did not diſdain to be confined 
in the priſon of a mortal body, nor to 
ſtoop from the heights of Majeſty to 
take upon Him the form of a fervant, 
that He might not only taſte, but even 
drink the dregs of our bitter cup; 
that fo the depths of His miſery might 
exalt us to His glory, who, was made 


In 
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fin for us, who knew no fin, that we 


might be made the n, of G o 
in Him 


The magnitude of His love was not 


ſatisfied with aſſigning this work to any 
of the heavenly Hierarchy; nor did He 


ſend the moſt glorious of His angels 


on this embaſſy of peace and joy; but 
came in perſon, to finiſh the work 
which the Father gave Him to do: 
and as in our acceptance, fo in that 


delegation, the love of Gop to man- 
kind, appeared incomprehenſibly great; 


and never was the Father's tenderneſs 
ſo viſible, as when reflected on us in 
the perſon of His Son! 


But as the motive, ſo alſo the man- 


ner of His coming was extraordinary; 


He deſcended from the Royal Throne 
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of His Majeſty, paſſing by the nature 
of angels, and roof on him the ſeed of 
Abraham. In the holy myſtery we are 
informed, the CREATOR of the uni- 
verſe was born of a virgin, and the 
ANTIENT or DAs became an help- 
leſs infant, ſubject to all the infirmities 
of human nature; that His preſence 
might be made manifeſt to our ſenſes. 
For, without controverſy, great is the 
myſtery of godlineſs. Gop was manifeft 
in the fleſh, juſtified in the Spirit, ſeen 
of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, be- 
lieved on in the world, received up into 
glory! | 


MEDITA- 


MEDITATION IL 


THE PROMISES OF GOD, 


J 


TH AT ye be not ſlothful, but followers 
of Them, who, through faith and 
patience inherit the promiſes ; 1s the kind 
and falutary exhortation of one, who 
was well informed of the great and 
glorious things therein contained, and 
alſo of the unchangeable veracity of 
the Promiſe-giver ; who Himſelf has 
recorded, that Gop willing more abun- 
dantly to ſbe to the heirs of promiſe the 
immutability of his counſel, confirmed it 
by an oath; That by two immutable 
things, in which it was "impoſſible for 
| B 3 | Gop 


"TV > 
Gop to lie, we mi ght have a ſtrong con- 
folation who have fled for refuge fo lay 
bold upon the hope ſet * _— 


This pleaſant and profitable ſubject, 
can cheer the gloom of the drearieſt 
hours, and animate the hope of the 
moſt deſponding mind : it calls us off 
our own miſery to view and meditate 
the goodneſs and mercy of Gop, and 
can never fail of having the deſired 
effect; for, let our ſtate be dreadful as 
the miſeries of mortality can make it, 
here is a remedy ; by a believing view 
of the promiſes, we draw water out of 
the wells of ſalvation , and by a truſt in 
them, give glory to Gop ! 


Are we groaning under the weight 
and burden of our fins ? let us attend 
to the gracious invitation of our 
| f adorable | 


LY 
adorable Saviour Come unto py all ye 
that labour, and are heavy laden, and 1 
will. give you reſt! And again, Look 
unto me and be ſaved! Or, if after a 
believing view of the preceding conſo- 
latory truths, we are again in bondage, 
and under darkneſs through manifold 
temptations, we are encouraged to ruff 
in the name of the LokxD. Behold, the 
Lord's. hand is not ſhortened, that it 
cannot ſave : neither his ear heavy, that 
it cannot hear, for the name of the Lok 
is 4 ſtrong tower: the righteous runneth 
into it, and is ſafe! Are we ſinking 
under the view of our corruptions, and 
bemoaning the depravity of our nature? 
For our conſolation, we are promiſed 
that /in ſhall not always have the dominion 
over us, but grace ſhall have the pre- 
eminence. Then will I ſprinkle clean 
water upon you, and ye ſhall be clean: 
: 4 from 


„ 
trom all your filthineſs, and from all 
your idols will I cleanſe you. A new 
heart alſo will I give you, and a new 
ſpirit will I put within you: and I will 
take away the flony heart out of your 
fleſh, and I will give you an heart of 


fleſh. And I will put my ſpirit within 
you, and cauſe you to walk in my ſtatutes, 


and ye ſhall keep my judgments, and dq 
them J 


Does the accuſer of the brethren 
condemn us? Who ſhall lay any thing to 
the charge , God's elect? It is Gon 
that juſtifieth : Who is he that condemneth? 
It is Chrift that died, yea rather that is 


riſen again; who alſo maketh znterceſſion 
for us! 


Does unbelief creep in, and like a 
covert friend moleſt our peace, under 
the 


(9 7] ; 
the guiſe of humility, with infinuations 
of our unworthineſs of the promiſes ? 
Let us repel her ſalſehoods, by remem- 
bring they are freely given to every ſon 
and daughter of Adam, that is deſirous 
of, and made willing to receive them : 
and their impotence renders them 
proper objects of divine mercy. This 
is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that CuRisT JESUS came 
into the world to ſave finners ! 


Does the king of terrors, that mighty 
potentate, threaten to deſtroy, and 
ſhake his iron ſcepter with malignant 
Joy, knowing all fleſh muſt pay him 
homage, and bow beneath his ſcythe ? 
Behold ! the Captain of our ſalvation 
came 70 deliver them, who, through fear 
of death, were all their life-time ſubject 
to bondage! and by paſling through the 

gloomy 


GL 

gloomy paſſage himſelf, has diſarm'd 
the tyrant's ſting, and promiſed that 
all His followers ſhall come off more than 

| conquerors ] O DeaTH, where is thy 
ing? O Grave, where is thy victory? 
The ſling of death is ſin; and the ſtrength 
of fin is the law. But thanks be to Gop 
_#ob:ch giveth us the victory, ge our 
Lord Jesvs Cunisr. 2 Fs 


Are we ſorely ſhot at by the vigilant 
adverſary of ' ſouls ? Beloved, think it 
not ſtrange concerning the fiery trial 

 aobich is to try you, asthough ſome ſtrange 

thing happened unto you: but rejoice, in- 

aſmuch as ye are partakers of CAR1ST's 

- ſufferings; that when His glory ſhall be 

revealed, ye may be glad alſo with ex- 
ceeding joy ! 


py 
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Do we ſuffer contempt, on account 
of our Chriſtian profeſſion, and the 
ſingularity of our lives; not faſhioning 
ourſelves according to the courſe of this 

> «vorld, but endeavouring to walk in all 
holineſs of life and converſation, deny- 
ing all ungodlineſs and worldly lujts ; and 
thereby teſtifying we are the diſciples 
of a crucified Saviour, who has com- 
manded his followers to take up the 
croſs, and declared that without ſelf- 
denial we cannot even become his diſ- 
ciples? ¶ ye be reproached for the name 
of CaR1sT, happy are ye, for the Spirit of 
glory and of Gop refteth upon you. On 
their part, He is evil ſpoken ?; but on 
your part He is glorified ! | 


Almighty and merciful Gop, the 
Father of the ſpirits of all fleſh, who 
hath given unto us exceeding great and 


precioug 


* 


tw} 
precious promiſes in thy moſt holy 
word; to ſtrengthen, ſupport, and 
comfort us in this ſtate of our pil- 
grimage and Chriftian warfare ! give 
us thy Holy Spirit, that when we read 
thy word, the eyes of our underſtand- 


ing may be opened, that we may know 


the glorious hope of our calling ! 
Grant us, we beſeech thee, a firm 
dependance on, and faith in all thy 
gracious promiſes, that, however tri- 
bulatory our preſent ſtate may be, we 
may with patience wait, and in com- 
fort hope, to be made meet to partake 


of © the: inheritance of the ſaints in 


light! Grant us this grace, moſt mer- 
ciful Gop, for the ſake of our adorable 
Lord and Saviour JEsus CHRIS H; to 
whom with thyſelf and HoLy SPIRIT, 
as unto the TRIUNE Gop, be aſcribed 


eternal praiſes! Amen. 


MEDIT A- 


MEDITATION UL 


AFFLICTIONS 


T has ever been the diſtinguiſhing 

characteriſtic of God's people, in 
every age, that they are an afflicted 
people. Man is born to trouble as the 
ſparks fly upwards ; but the children of 
Gop have a double portion in this lot; 
and why? Becauſe it is the way that 
Infinite Wiſdom has ordained to bring 
them to Himſelf. We read, that our 
adorable Saviour, as Mediator, was 
made perfect through ſufferings, and 
though He were a Son, yet learned 
He obedience by the things He ſuffered. 

And 


——ũ——ä—— 4 — 
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And the ſacred oracles again inform 


us, that whom the Lord loveth He 
chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every ſon whom 
He recei veib. But if ye be without 
chaſtiſement, whereof all are partabers; 
then are ye baſtards, and not ſons ! 


Seeing, therefore, that afflictions are 
the inſeparable portion of the ſaints, 
it will be profitable to enquire into 
and ſearch out the reaſon why Infinite 
Love and Mercy ſhould thus deal with 
His choſen : when Himſelf has declared 
that He doth not willingly aſlict or grieve 
the children of men ; but, as a father 
pitieth his children, ſo the Lok p pitieth 
them that fear Him ! 


If we refer to the prophecy of Iſaiah, 
we ſhal! there ſee our caſe delineated : 
The whole head is fick, and the hole 


heart 


OV}; 

heart faint ; from the ſole of the foot 

unto the bead, there is no ſoundneſs in it: 

but wounds and bruifes and putrifying 

fores ! And can it be ſurprizing that ſo 
dreadful a diſeaſe ſhould need the pain- 

ful remedies that are appointed ? The 

{ſkilful ſurgeon knows that probing the 

wound to the bottom, 1s the ſafeſt and 

moſt certain means of cure ; therefore, 

though a man of tender feelings; he 

regards the future welfare of his pa- 

tient ; and does not ſpare the pain that 

he occaſions. The experienced phy- 

ſician preſcribes mauſeous medicines, 

perhaps to his beloved child, or the 

partner of his life, ſecing it needful to 

adminiſter the bitter potion ; and by 

that means, either relieves or reſtores 
their health : and the kind Phyſician 

| of ſouls has appointed afflictions, as 
the moſt effectual means of curing the 


9 diſorders 
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diſorders which fin has brought on the 
fallen race. Before I was affli ted, ſays 
the man after Gop's own heart, Twent 
aſtray. Let us then not think hardly 


of them: but ** Vindicate the ways of 
« Gop to man!” 


We may draw abundant conſolation 
from this reflection, that as Infinite 
Mercy has preſcribed the means of 
cure; Infinite Wiſdom has choſen the 
moſt proper - affliction, and the moſt 
ſuitable to our preſent caſe ; whether 
it be in mind, body, or eſtate : He has 
alſo appointed the degree of it, and 
ſevere as 1t may be, it ſhall mercifully 
operate for his glory and our future 
good : and truſt for this the pen of one, 
* who deals not in the falſe commerce 
« of unfelt truth; but has herſelf 
drank deeply of the waters of Mak an ! 


If 


. 
If the Almighty, for a ſeaſon, ſhould: 
permit confuſion and diſorder to ſub-- 
vert our intellectual faculties, and, by' 
their derangement, leave us more li- 
able to the temptations of Satan, and 
to the deluſions of our bewildered ima- 
ginations, He can reſtore harmony 
and peace, and ſo ſanctify the afflie- 
tion, that it may lead us to truſt in 
Him more firmly, and to glorify Him 
for the great deliverance: Then ſhall 
we ſay, Eis good for me om 7 have 
been W Wo 


Should the ſame wiſdom ſee it more 
expedient to caſt us on the bed of lan- 
guiſhment, and day after day, perhaps 
week after week, chaſten us with pain, 
that we are continually crying out, 
Weariſome days and nights are appointed 
unto me; my face is foul with weeping, 
| C -- 


and, on * Ty i 1 adm of 
death !. perhaps we may then learn the 
moſt uſeful leſſons of wiſdom and 
pigty. Novy is the ſeaſon. of reflection 
and ſelf- examination, which health 
might not ſo, conveniently afford, or, 
be fo. often embraced as the impor- 
tance of our eternal intereſt, requires. 
And:it, may be that our Heavenly Fa- 
THER has appointed this ſeaſon of af- 
fliction to bring us nearer to Himſelf, 
and, by this means, prepare us for His 
more immediate preſence: then may 
we. ſay with the ſweet finger of I- 


« < But L forbid, my forrows now, 
wo” Nor dares the fleſh complain : 
8 « * Diſcaſes bring their profit too; 
The joy o'ercomes the pain. 


ut 
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io Had but the priſon-walls deen ſtrang⸗ 
wh 6 And firm without a flaw, - 
« Ja darkneſs I had dwelt too long, 27 
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But Gov's ef in ths Fa 
are a poor, as well as an quiftifted, 
people. Hath not Gor choſen the poor 
'of this world rich in faith, and>beirs of 
the kingdom which He hath promiſed to 
them that love HIM? This part of the 
ſaints portion is well worthy of con- 
ſideration. We read That the earth'is 
the Loxb' and the fullneſs thereof: | 

how is it, then, that He gives his 
choiceſt diſciples ſo ſcanty a portion 
of it; and often permits them to 
ſtruggle with difficulties, and labour 
hard for their daily bread ? The rea- 
ſon is ſufficiently obvious, if we 
take a ſurvey of the general con- 
duct of men. Look at the rich man 
ts C 2 - . 
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and you "ſhe him contented in his poſ- 
ſeſſions, deſiring not the knowledge 
of Gop, or of His ways; altogether 
careleſs of the intereſt of his immortal 
foul, daily banqueting in the pleaſures 
of ſenſe, and forgetting that for all 
theſe. things Gop will call him unto 
judgment; and that he muſt give an 
account of the talents committed to 
his charge, in that great and notable 
day f the Lord! But let us come 
nearer home, and review the conduct 
of profeſſing Chriſtians, who are rich 
in this world's goods, and ſee if it for- 
wards them in their heavenly warfare: 
1 fear (though there are exceptions) 
the generality of them will be ſeen 
walking after their own imaginations, 
and not after our SAvI oUR's rule and 
example! They may contribute great 
ſums to the churches they belong to, 


Das | 8 2 and 


( 21: ) 
and thereby ſatisfy | conſcience, - that 
they are promoting the Redeemer's in- 
tereſt in the world, which is undoubt- 


edly laudable and acceptable: but they 
are commanded. to wall as He alſo. 
walked in this world; denying. all un- 
godlineſs and worldl ly luft, they are ex- 
horted 70 viſit the ſick, the wid and 
the fatherleſs in their affliftions; to ad- 
miniſter of their abundance; liberally, . 
when occaſion offers, and to keep 
themſelves . unſpotted from the world; 
being holy in all manner of converſation 
There are but few. among the rich 
profeſſors; who walk according to this 
rule; and therefore it is, that Gop 
in wiſdom and mercy frequently de- 
nies his people thoſe things that would 
hinder their ſpiritual improvement, 
and retard their progreſs heavenward. 
Our adorable Sa viouk has ſanCtified 
WUuYH 3 the 


; 
| 
| 
| 
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the Rats-6f poverty, by ſubmitting to 
it and chuſing it, hen He ſpjourned 


among men And A b thought it 


not robbery. to be equu] with Gon, took 


bon Hin rbe form of d ſervant :. und, 
Tbaugb Br'wwas rich” for our ſales be- 
came poor, that we nbrongh his poverty 


with a frugal cõͥ0ο my, we are ſtriv- 
ing to o.. mo man any thing. I we 
have choſen the Lonxp for our por- 
tion, there is in ſtore for us 'DUR ABLE 
RICHES, and a crown of glory, which 
the Loxp the Righteous Judge hot ee 
tes at Four FRO ** f 
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« With joy we meditate the grace 
4 Of our High-Prieſt above; 

« His heart is made of tenderneſs, 
His bowels melt with Love. 


« Touch'd with a ſympathy within, 
« He knows our feeble frame; 


« He knows what ſore temptations mean, 
For He hath felt the ſame, 


« He in the days of feeble fleſh 

« Pour'd out his cries and tears, 
« And in his meaſure feels afreſh 
« What ev'ry member bears, 


* Then let our humble faith addreſs 
« His mercy and his power; 

« We ſhall obtain deliv'ring grace 
« In the diſtreſſing hour.” 
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heaven is rather a sTATE than a 


believing heart, which will terminate 
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MEDITATION IV. 


Ir las been the opinion of ſome, that 


PLACE ; but that it is both, is clearly 
proved from the ſcriptures of truth. 
Know ye not that the kingdom of heaven 
is within you? ſays the great Apoſtle ; 
referring to the ſtate of grace in every 


in glory. The New Jeruſalem, the 
city of the living God, is majeſtically 
deſcribed in the Revelations ; where 
the golden pavement, the-pearly gates, 
the river of the water of life, and the 

week tree 


( & ] 
tree of life, whoſe leaves are for the 
healing of the nations, evidently con- 
kum the tocatity of k. We My 
therefore, from tlie ſacred pages, find 
ample ſcope for meditation on this 


* ff % Y — a A ” 2 il ' 4 ＋ 5 


ſublime ſubject. 8 8 i og: 
1 A 41 K 

We will firſt conſider it in a negative 
view, as a ſtate of privation amy 
evil; and then in a, poſitive, view, 
the fruition of all good. We read of 
the god of this, world, the prince of 
the power of the air, who reigneth 1 in 
the hearts of the children of diſobe- 
dience, and whoſe watchful malignancy 
is ever ſeeking to tempt and to deſtroy ; 
but there he has no power ; 35 neither 
have the wicked, for they are for e eyer 
excluded the. holy city. Without, are 
degs and ſercerers, whoremongers and 
murderers, and idelaters, and whoſoever. 
g 29377 | loveth 


Cm) 
Ioveth and 'maketh a lye! There, alſo, 


is freedom from ſin; menꝭs ſoreſt and 
bittereſt enemy, and the fruitful ſource 
of all his miſery : for there ſball in nb 
wiſe enter into it any thing that dęſiletb. 


< Thoſe holy gates for ever bar pollutionz ſin, 
And name. n IAA dito ads 


11 #1 LF 


Sickrieſs; ab and fighin g n no 
place here: The inhabitants of tbat city 


ſhall no more ſay, I am ſiebh; and the 


LoRD A will wo ne tears ae 


ce His own ſoft hand ſhall w wipe * tens 4 
From ev'ry weeping eye; 

4 And pains, and groans, and griefs, and fears, 
And death ſel ſhall die ! | 


But as itis not only: a privation from 
all evil, it is alſo the fruition . of al 
poſlible good ; which i Is the moſt ani- 
mating part of this our delightful me- 
ditation ; and fo exuberant with bleſ- 


2 lings, 


| 
[1 


(30) 
ſings, that we do not, with any pro- 
priety, know how to arrange them; 
nevertheleſs, ſhall preſume. to make 
enn nm Wien“ | 
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A* A * 2 NN a ' 
. HW IH | BY ' 1 


| in n * and Spirit, 
the Incomprehenſible and Triune Deity, 
the Glory of all worlds; has peculiarly 
manifeſted Himſelf in heaven, in the 
perſon of ChxIis T; who being be 
brightneſs of His Father's glory, and the 
expreſs Image of His Perſon, here reigns 
King of Saints and Angels too!“ 


The mag nificence of this heavenly 
Jeruſalem, the city of tbe living Gop, 
is gloriouſly and beautifully delineated 
by the Apoſtle, who was favoured with 
the viſion :, he. informs us, that the 
city was of ; pure gold, like unto clear glaſs ; 

the building of the wall of jaſper, and 


( 29 ) 

tbe foundations garniſhed with precious 
ones; the twelve gates were of pearls, 
every ſeveral gate was of one pearl; and 
the city had no need of tbe fun neither of 
the moon to ſhine in it, for the' glory of 
Goyv did lighten it, and the Laws is the 
light thereof ! How dazzling is thy 
proſpect, of whom ſuch glorious things 
are ſpoken, Thou city of the living Gop |! 
concerning which it is alſo written, 
The nations of them which are ſaved, 
ſhall wall in the light of it: and the 
kings of the earth do" * ** he 
and bana. into it 


4 LoRD,: how our ſouls are all on fire 
To ſee thy bleſs'd abode; 
of Our tongues rejoice in tunes of praiſe, 
To our triumphant Gop !” | 


( 'go )) 
It is univerſally acknowledged that 
boeiety forms great part of man's hap- 
pineſs on earth, nor will it a little in- 
ereaſe his felicity in heaven. We ſhall 
then endeavour to inform ourſelves 
reſpecting the ſociety we may expect to 
meet with, if it ſhould be our happy 
lot to be admitted within the walls „ 
the city. It has been before obſerved, 
that our adorable Saviouk is Lord of 
that world, whoſe ſceptre ſways with 
uncontrolable power: we alſo read, 
that there are principalities and powers, 
thrones and dominions under HIM, for 
which He has appointed kings and 
prieſts: there are alſo an innumerable 
company of angels, the general aſſembly of 
the church of the firſt-born, which are 
_ Sritten.in heaven ; and the ſpirits of juſt 
men made perfect. 


* . 
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N 
See where the LAM in glory ſtands, 
Incireled with his radiant bands, 
And join the angelic pow'rs : 
For all that height of glorious bliſs 
Our everlaſting portion is, 
And all that heav'n is ours! 


Thrice bleſſed bliſs—infpiring hope 

It lifts the fainting ſpirits up, 

Oe brings to life the dead 

Our conflicts here ſhall ſoon be paſt, 

And then we ſhall aſcend at laſt, 
Triumphant. with our head! 


That great myſterious Deity 

We ſoon with open face ſhall fee! | 
The beatific ſight n 
Shall fill the heav'nly courts with praiſe, 

And wide diffuſe the golden blaze 
Of everlaſting light! 
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MEDITATION v. 


— THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST. | 


I F we review the life of the bleſſed 
Jzsvs, we ſhall find that from His 
entrance into the world, He was ranked 
among the ſufferers ! His birth being 
predicted by the appearance of a ſtar, 
we are informed there came wiſe men 
from the Eaſt to Jeruſalem, ſaying, 
where is He that is born King of the 
Jeus? for we have ſeen” His far, 
and are come to worſhip bim. Herod 
alarmedat this intelligence, wastroub led, 
and all Feruſalem with bim: he privily 
ſought out the wiſe men and ſent them 
to Bethlehem to ſearch out the young 
' - = child, 


(34) 
child, under pretence of paying him 
homage.; but, they being warned of 
Gop in à dream, returned home another 
way. Then Herod when he ſaw that he 
20as mocked of the wiſe men, Was exceed- 
ing wroth, and ſent forth, and flew all 
the children that were in Bethlehem, and 


in all the coafts theregf, from two years 


old and under, according to the time 
which he bad diligently enquired of the 
wiſe men. Then was fulfilled that pro- 
phecy of Jeremiah—1n Rama was there 
a voice beard, lamentation, and weeping, 
and great mourning ; Rachel weeping for 


ber children, and <vould not be comforted, 


becauſe they are not. But it pleaſed Gop 
to defeat. his purpoſe, and to preſerve 
the young child from the murderer's 
hand „ that He might accompliſh the 
grand purpoſes of His incarnation. 


Preceding 


38. 3 a! 
Preceding His public miniſtry, we 


read of his faſting and temptations : 
And when be had faſted forty days and 
forty nights, he was afterwards an bungred; 
and when the tempter tame to him, he 
faid, If thou be the Son of Gov, com- 
mand that theſe flones be made bread. 
But he anſwered and ſaid, It is written, 
man ſhall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of Gop. Then the devil taketh 
Him up into the holy city; and ſetteth 
Him on a pinnacle of the, temple, and 
faith unto Him, If thou be the Son of 
Gop, caſt thyſelf down ; for it is written, 
He ſhall give His Angels charge con- 
cerning thee, and in their hands they ſhall. 

bear thee up, left at any time thou daſh | 
thy foot againſt a flone. Ixsus ſaid unto 
him, Tt is written again, Thou ſhalt not 
tempt the LoxD thy Gov. But the ad- 
EC D 2 verſary, 
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( 36. ) 
verſary, unwilling to relinquiſh the 


aſſault, perſiſted in the bold attempt. 


Again the devil taketh Him up into an 
exceeding high mountain, and ſheweth 
Him all the kingdoms of the world, and 
the glory of” them : and ſaith unto Him, 
All theſe things will I give thee, if thou 
wilt fall down, and worſhip me. Then 


faith Jeſus unto him, Get thee hence, 


ſatan : for it is written, Thou ſhalt 
worſhip the LoRD thy GoD, and Him 
only ſhalt thou ſerve. Thus it became 
Him in all points to be tempted like 
as we are, For in that He himſelf hath 
ſuffered, being tempted, He is able to 
ſuccour them that are tempted ! ? 
He not only ſubmitted to the temp- 
tations of ſatan for our profit, But He 
20.0 toads rich, alſo for our ſakes became 
r, that we through His poverty. might 
be 
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6 
be made rich. He took upon Him the 
form of a ſervant, and was of no re- 
pute among men; the poor and the 
afflicted were His companions, and ſo 
abject was His ſtate of poverty, that 
He had no certain dwelling: and one 
enquiring his abode, wiſhing to be 

with Him, received this reply; The 

foxes have holes, and the birds of the air 

have nefts ; but the Son of Man hath not 
where to lay bis head. He was deſpiſed 
and rejected of men; a man f ſorrows," 
and acquainted with grief : ſurely He hath 
borne our griefs, and carried our ſorrows : 
yet we did efteem him firicken, ſmitten f | 
Gop, and afflidted. 8 


Let us follow Him to the garden of 
Gethſemane, and there we ſhall find Him 
pouring out flrong cries and tears for the 
fallen race : mark His agonizing prayer 

D 3 in 
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Him; - Father, if it be poſſible, let this 


cup paſs from me; (obſerve the pious 


reſignation). nevertheleſs not my will, but 


He prayed more earneſily ; and His ſeat 
aus @s it were great drops f blood falling 
dawn to the ground ! But theſe ſufferings 


crifice He was going to make of Him- 
ſelf.— the end of the world hath He 


appeared, to put away fin by the ſacrifice 


to bear the fins of many: and unto them 
that look for Him ſhall He appear the 
ſecond time, without fin unto ſalvation ! 


Er And when He aroſe from prayer, 
and was come to His diſciples, He 


found them ſleeping for ſorrow, and 


after ex poſtulating with them, He in- 
b forms 


in the proſpect of what was before 


thine be dane. And being in an agony, 


were only preparatory to the great ſa- 


of Himſelf. So Cbriſt was once offered 


l 


forms them the hour was at hand when 
the Son of Man ſhould be betrayed 
into the hands of ſinners, and while 


Hie was ſpeaking, Lo, Judas, one of the 


twelve, came, and with him a great mul- 
titude, with fwords and faves, from the 
chief priefls and elders of the people. 
And forthwith he came to Feſus, and ſaid, 


Hail, Maſter ! and kiſſed Him. And 


Feſus ſaid unto him, Friend, wherefore 
art thou come? Then came they and laid 
hands on Jeſus, and took Him, And 
they that had laid hold on Jeſus led Him 
away to Caiaphas the high prieſt, uber: 
the ſcribes and the elders were aſſembled. 
/ 
We now find Him in the High 
Prieſt's palace, before his accuſers, 
and ſee Him condemned as a blaſphe- 
mer, for confeſſing thoſe truths he had 
publicly taught in their fynagogues! 
LES 7 And 


And mark the inſults He ſubmitted 
to They ſacrilegiouſly ſpit upon, and 
defiled that adorable. face, which is the 
joy of angels to behold ; that ſheds its 
brighteſt beams of light, and fills all 
heaven with tranſport and triumph! 
They ſtrike Him with. the palms of 
their hands; and in derifion blindfold 
the Loxp of the univerſe, and make 
Him the laughing-ſtock of the inſult- 
ing rabble; inhumanly buffeting Him, 
as though He had been the vileſt miſ- 
creant ! When they had wearied them- 
ſelves with their inſults and cruelty, 
they delivered Him up to the ſoldiers, 
ſentenced to a moſt ſcandalous and 
painful death Wen the ſoldiers of the 
governor took Jeſus into the common hall, 
and gathered unto Him the whole band 
of | ſoldiers. -: And they flripped Him, 
and put on Him: a. ſcarkt robe, And 
ehen 


(41) 
when they bad platted a crown of thorns, 
they put it upon His head, and a reed in 
His xight-bans'; and they bowed the knee © 
before Him, and mocked Him, © ſaying, 
Hail, King of the fews And after 
that they had mocked Him, they took the 
robe off - from Him, and put His own 
raiment on Him, and led Him away to 
erucify Him. But He was wounded for 
ou tranſgreſſions, ' He was bruiſed for 
OUR iniguities: the cbaſtiſement of our 
peace was upon Him; and with His 
ſtripes we are healed ! 


Let us now behold Him lifted up 
upon the croſs, as an enſign. for the 
people, obſerve His dying prayer for 
His cruel murderers, Father forgive 
_ them, for they know not what they do | - 


40 Here's love and grief beyond degree, 
« The Lokp of glory dies for men!“ 


1s 


( 42 ) 

F it nothing to you all ye that paſs by? 
Behold, and fee, if there be any ſorrow 
like unto my ſorrhav, which is done unto 
me, wherewith the Lok D hath aicted 
me, in the day of his fierce anger ! 


Here let us pauſe awhile, and en- 
quire the cauſe of this unparalleled 
train of ſufferings, and we ſhall find fin 
the efficient cauſe, that prolific ſource 
of all evil, He ſuffered for our fins in 
His own body upon the tree—the Fuſt 
for the Unjuſt, that He might thereby 
bring us to Gop! But what pen can 
deſcribe the agonies He endured, when 
hanging on the accurſed tree ? Nature 
ſympathiſed with her Gop; for we 
read, It was about the fixth hour, and 
there was darkneſs over all the earth. 
unto the ninth hour. And the ſun was 
| Varkened, and behald, the vail of the 
2 temple 


4a.) 


temple was rent in twain, from the top 


fo the bottom; and the earth did quake, 
and the rocks were rent.—And Feſus 
cried with a loud voice, and gave up the 


ghoſt ! 


« "Tis Fix1sS8'D, the REDEEMER aid, 
„ And meekly bow'd his dying head! 
6 Whilſt we this ſentence ſcan, 
& Come, ſinners, and obſerve the word, 
„ Behold the conqueſts of our Lox, 
„ Compleat for helpleſs man 


&« Finiſh'd the righteouſneſs of grace, 
6 Finiſh'd for ſinners, pard'ning peace 
« Their mighty debt is paid: 
« Accuſing law, cance}'d by blood, 
And wrath of an offended Gon, 
In ſweet oblivion laid!“ 
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; MEDITATION VI. 
ON THE LOVE oB GOD. | 

4 

| 


| B EH OLD what manner of love the 
\- Father hath beſtowed upon us, that 
we ſhould be called the ſons of Gop ! 


To have an experimental knowledge | 
of the love of God is the higheſt at- | 
tainment of divirſe grace; as it aſſimi- | 
lates us into His glorious image: for 
Gop 1s love; and he that dwelleth. in 
love, dwelleth in God, and Gop in bim. 
But this invaluable wiſdom is not eaſily, 
to be attained. It will require the 
utmoſt diligence and moſt vigilant pur 
0 ſuit, 


( 46 ) 

ſuit, to have any competent knowledge 
of it; and then we mult wait the moving 
of the waters for the enjoyment thereof; 
ſecing it 18 no leſs than union and 
communion with God. Aud truly our 
fellowſhip is with the Father and with 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt 1 a 

The way that leads to it is pointed 
out in the holy ſcriptures, t which, as 
a ſure word of prophecy, we do well to 
take heed, as unto a light that ſhineth in 
4 dark place; leſt we be carried aſtray 
by the chimeras of imagination, We 
learn from the Apoſtle, that our love 
to God originates in Him. Fe love 
Him becauſe He firſt loved us. And He 
manifeſted that love unto us, by ſend- 
ing His only begotten Son into the world, 
that we might live through Him. Herein 
eve; not that we loved God, but that 

He 


\ 


WEIS. | 
He loved us, and ſent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our fins | In proportion 
as this is received and believed in our 
hearts, it will awaken its ſimilar prin- 
ciple in us, and will be productive of 
that aſſurance the Apoſtle teſtifies, 


And we have known and believed the love - 
that Gop bath to us. 1 


'S 


Under the Old Teſtament diſpenſa- 
tion, we have an eminent example of 
this grace in the pious king David: 
Bleſs the Loxp, O my ſoul, and all 
that is within me bleſs His holy name ! | 
T avill bleſs the Lorp at all times, His | 
praiſe ſhall continuglly be in my mouth, 
My foul fhall make her boaſt in the 
Logp, , the humble ſhall hear theredf, 
and be glad. O magnify the Loxp | 
with me, and let us exalt His name to- 
gether ! And the cxvith Pſalm is an* 
animated 


— 
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: gleam of light from His all-penetrat- 


TW 7. 


animated profeſſion of his love to Gon, 


and thankfulneſs for His n. 


Mer Cy. 


The goſpel diſpenſation, wherein 
He has more clearly manifeſted His 


love to man, ſurely calls for louder 
* ſongs of praiſe.” O ye princes and 


ye nobles! who are ſuch large re- 
ciptents of His munificence, does 
not your hearts glow with gratitude, 
and your tongues. reſound His praiſe ? 
Does not your ſplendid roofs reverbe- 
rate with ſacred anthems of joy and 


thankſgiving to. this bountiful bene- 
factor and almighty. friend? Or are 


your minds ſo enveloped in clouds: of 
voluptuouſneſs and ſenſuality, that, 
ſeven- fold more dark than they were 
by nature, they cannot even admit a 


ing 


(49) 

ing rays ? If you ſee no beauty in the 
King Eternal, Immortal, Inviſible, to 
_ captivate your minds, yet be perſuaded 
to follow the worthy example of your 
earthly Sovereign, and learn to number 


your days, that you may apply your hearts 


unto wiſdom. While the evil days come 
not, nor the years draw nigh; when thou 


ſhalt ſay ] bave no pleaſure in them ! 


As to you, my believing brethren, 
who have taſted that the Lord is gra- 
cious, even the remembrance of His 
name, will be as. ointment poured 
forth, and you will join with me in the 
words of the poet, | 


« My life itſelf, without thy love, 
4 No taſte of pleaſure cou'd afford 

&« Twould but a tireſome burden prove, 
« If I were baniſh'd from the Lok D.“ 
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ce Thou hidden love of Gon, whoſe height, 


by 


| 4. Whoſe depth unfathiom'd, no man knows; 
«] ſee from far thy beauteous light, 

« Thly I figh for thy repoſe : 
My heart is pain'd, nor let it be , 


« At refiyUll'it fitids reſt in Thee! 
"a 


« Ts there a thing beneath the fun, 
“ That ſtrixes wich Thee my heart to ſhare, 
« Ah! tear it — and reign alone, 
The Log of ev 'ry motion there : 


75 * Then | 11 my heart from earth be free, 


bend repoſe i in Thee! - 


yp + . 


4 O love! bh ſov'reign aid W EC 


« To ſaxe me from low-thoughted care; 
cc Chace this ſelf. will thro? all my heart, 

« Thro' all its latent mazes there: 
« Make me Thy duteous child, that I, 


« Ceaſeleſs, may Abba, Father, cry! 


i 


2 c Each 
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« Each moment draw from earth away 

« My heart, that lowly waits Thy call ; 
« Speak to my inmoſt ſoul, and ſay, 

« I am thy Love, thy Gop, thy All! 
&« To feel Thy pow'r, to hear Thy voice, 
« To taſte Thy Love, be all my choice !”? 
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MEDITATION vn. 


D EAT kk: 


1 HAT it is appointed for all men once 

to die, is an incontrovertible truth, 
every day's experience confirms it to 
our minds; and that death makes no 
diſtinction of years or of perſons is 
equally true: we ſee the hoary head 
deſcend into the grave, and the infant 
of a month old, ſnatched from its 
mother's breaſt. The monarch and 
the beggar are alike the prey of this 
inſatiable archer! . 


E 3 | Ah! 
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e Ah! but to die, to bid adieu, 
& An everlaſting farewel too 
„ Farewel to every joy around 
* Oh, the heart ſickens at the ſound !” 


And well it may ro be cut off 
om all the enjoyments of LIE; to 
torn from the dear objects of our 


affections ; to be deprived the light of 


the\ſun, and confined to the gloomy 
hor ors of the tomb, are reflections of 
the oft diſmal and affecting nature! 
Nor 18 this all; for after pzATH. is 
( DGMENT | % How dreadful then to 
6 meet them, unacknowledged, unap- 
« proved?” Let us then, for once, 
permit the awful thought to have due 


weight on our minds ; 1t will certainly 


be profitable: but, if now diſcarded, 
the time is approaching when it will 
have its tremendous force 


DEATH! 


Tm) 
« Darn! 'tis a melancholy day 
« To thoſe that have no Gop ; 


| 4 When the poor ſoul is forc'd away, 
0 feek her laſt abode!” 


It will be the ſubject of this medi- 
tation to ſearch and find an antidote 
for theſe gloomy terrors, and to endea- 
vour ſo to fortify our minds againſt 
this potent. adverſary ; that when He 
approaches, authoriſed to execute His 
commiſſion, we may view Him not as 
the deſtroying angel, but the Harbinger 
of eternal Peace and Joy! We read, 
that /;fe and immortality are brought to 
light by the Goſpel, therefore to this 
ſacred and invaluable repoſitory we 
apply for our remedy ; let us diligently 
ſearch its hallowed pages, and cordially 
and affectionately embrace and ever hold 
faſt its glorious truths ! It has been ob- 
ſerved, that fin is the prolific ſource of 
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all evil; and it is ſin that has introduced 
this evil into the world : for we read, 
the wages of fin is death ; and, as by one 
man fin entered into the world, and 
DEATH by fin; ſo DEATH paſſeth upon 
all men, for that all have finned ! But 
bleſſed be Gop, the inevitable decree is 
not more certain than, that, through 
His abounding mercy, the ſting of 
death is deſtroyed by the ſacrifice of 
CuR1sT ; who gave Himſelf to die for 
our fins, and is riſen again for our juſti= 
fication !—If, fays the Apoſtle, in this 
life,' we only had hope in Chriſt, we 
ſhould be of all men the moſt miſerable — 
And in full aſſurance of the glorious 
_ doctrine of the reſurrection, he boldly 
affirms, But now is Chrift riſen from 
the dead, and become the firſt fruits of 
them that flept. For ſince by man came 
DEATH, by man came alſo the RESUR= 
RECTION 
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RECTION of the dead. And as in Adam 
all die, even fo in Cur1sT ſhall all be 
made alive a 


« Death is no more the King of Dread, 
« Since our IMMANUEL roſe ; | 

« He took the tyrant's ſting away, 
« And ſpoil'd our helliſh foes ! 


Is not an aſſurance of theſe com- 
fortable truths, that will chear the 
drooping ſpirit, and revive the faint- 
ing ſoul, worthy of inveſtigation ? At 
that awful period of life, to have the 
animating hope, that this corruptible. 
ſhall put on incorruption, and' that this 
mortal ſhall put on immortality; is 
ſurely deſerving of our diligent re- 
ſearches, and moſt ardent prayers !— 
Then ſhall be brought to paſs that ſaying 
that is written, Death is fwallowed up 
in victory! | 


O ye 


TR N 
DO ve gay, ye vain and thoughtleſs 

ones, who put far from you the evil day, 
what rhetoricſhall Imake uſe of, to per · 
ſuade you to be vie, to conſider your latter 
end? will not diſplay the thunders of 
the law, they ill comport with the ten- 
derneſs of a female heart: but I call your 
attention to the melting ſcenes of pity 
and of love. Behold! the adorable 
SAVIOUR'S © banners hung on high!“ 
Contemplate the amazing love, and 
let your hearts melt within you! Oh! 
conſider, that your fins were the cauſe 
of His ſufferings ; and His love, alone, 
made Him willing to undergo the 
painful and ignominious death of the 
croſs ! | 


„ Oh! for this love let rocks and hills 
« Their laſting ſilence break: . 
And all harmonious human tongues, 
„ The Saviour's praiſes os” 


But 
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that make your boa in the Loxp | it 
well becomes you to examine yourſelves 


by the touch-ſtone of truth ; knowing 
that «ll are not Iſrael that are of Iſrael ; 
and that a ſpeculative knowledge of - 
religion may be attained, as well as of 
any other ſcience; and the attainer 
deſtitute of a well grounded hope 
Have you experienced the renovating 
change mentioned in the goſpel ? Are 
ye created anew in ChRISTH Jesvs ; 
honouring Him before men, by walk- 
ing as He alſo walked ? Or are ye con- 
tent with a name to live, reſting in 
the hope of the hypocrite, taking Gop's 
ſacred name in your mouths, while 
your hearts are far from Him? How 
will you face this grifly monſter, when 
the maſk muſt drop, and every falſe 
refuge be {wept away r 


But 
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But ye humble followers of the 
 Loxp, however afflicted, or however diſ- 
treſſed, perhaps like your bleſſed Maſter, 
deſpiſed and rejected; men of ſorrows 
and acquainted with griefs you may 
here find ſtrong conſolation ;—for, ſays 
the Apoſtle, death is yours; for ye are 
CurrsT's; and CurisT 75 Gop's! 
Then may you exultingly cry out, 0h 
death ! where is thy fling? Oh grave! 
where is thy victory? The fling of death 
is fin; and the ftrength of fen is the law. 
But thanks be to Gop, which giveth us 
the victory, through our Lox p Jzsvs 
CurisT !——*© Bleſſed be Gop or... 
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DYING- CHRISTIAN'S SOLILOQUY, 


By Mr. Pops, 


VITAL fpark of heav'nly flame ! 
Quit, oh quit, this mortal. frame] 
Trembling, hoping, ling'ring, flying, 
Oh ! the pain, the bliſs of dying! 
Ceaſe fond nature, ceaſe thy ſtrife, 
And let me languiſh into life 


Hark ! they whiſper ; Angels ſay, 

“ Siſter ſpirit come away!“ 

What is this abſorbs me quite, 

Steals my ſenſes, ſhuts my ſight ? 
Drowns my ſpirit, draws my breath, 
Tell me, my ſoul, can this be Death ? 
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The world recedes; it diſappears ! 
Heav'n opens on my eyes; my ears 
With ſounds ſeraphic ring ! 
Lend, lend your wings, I mount, I fy! 
? © Grave! where is thy victory ? 
O Death where is thy ting? 
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